
 

CAMEDIEVAL BLOG 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

The Graduate Early Medieval Seminar (GEMS) and the Central and Late Medieval 
History Workshop (CALM) at the Cambridge Faculty of History invite submissions for 
the Camedieval blog (camedieval.wordpress.com). 

Our blog originated as an online version of our regular workshops when the university 
shut down in March 2020. This year, it is transitioning into an informal space for writing 
by medievalists which does not fit easily into the normal genres of academic work. 

 

GOALS 

The goal of the blog is to provide an accessible, public, and collaborative platform 
for medievalists of all career stages to write freely about the political and personal 
dimensions of their work and of the academic field of medieval studies. 

We aim: 

• to host a varied range of conversations between and guides to action by 
medievalists committed to fairer forms of academic work and modern society. 

• to demonstrate that pursuing our personal research interests is compatible with 
undertaking relevant, useful work. 

• to help graduate students and early-career researchers navigate the field of 
medieval studies and build networks of like-minded medievalists. 

 

CONTENT 

We welcome submissions in the category of “relevant medievalism”. These 
submissions should explore and share ideas about the utility of medieval history and 
medieval historians to modern emergencies. Topics might include: 

• the lasting social, political, and environmental legacies of any aspect of the 
medieval worlds. 

• modern uses, distortions, and manipulations of medieval history. 
• the origins and impacts of popular imaginations of or misconceptions about 

the medieval world in modernity. 
• the practices, purposes, and structures of our academic communities. 



 

• the possibilities and responsibilities for anti-racist, feminist, and activist work 
and knowledge production by medieval historians.  

• medieval forms of organising human life which were profoundly different from 
those of modernity and their implications for our modern political imaginations. 

• medieval examples of contesting systems of exploitation or oppression and 
the lessons that we can learn from them. 

The blog will also be a space where medievalists can share their joy for their subject 
and their experiences of doing medieval history. We also welcome submissions of: 

• personal experiences which might help, guide, or entertain a graduate student. 
• funny, moving, or unusual stories from or about medieval sources. 
• critical insights into or new ways of thinking about modern phenomena which 

have been gained personally in the process of doing academic work in medieval 
history. 
 

FORMAT 

Posts may take either of the following forms: 

1. a piece of writing of anywhere up to 2000 words, in accessible language with 
as few footnotes as possible. The piece may stand alone or it may respond to a 
linked text from, for example, a media outlet or academic publication. 

2. a curated and annotated reading list of up to 15 items which offers an 
interdisciplinary starting point for learning or thinking by medievalists unfamiliar 
with an important or relevant topic. Topics might but do not need to relate to 
race, disability, class, gender, sexuality, or the non-human world during the 
medieval period. 
 

We welcome submissions from any medievalist who shares the goals of the blog. We 
particularly welcome submissions from graduate students and we encourage a broad 
geographical and temporal conception of the medieval world. 

All published posts will be freely accessible online and will be open for comments by 
readers, which the workshop convenors will moderate. We encourage submitters to 
engage in these discussions. 

If you would like to submit to the blog, please email an informal abstract of the 
proposed piece (up to 150 words) and a very brief bio to calmgems@gmail.com. The 
blog will accept and post submissions throughout the year.  


